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Mario Caruso, President,
NPHS Alumni Association

NEW Alumni Web site  — www.nphsalumni.net

A funny thing happened on a recent trip to Rome.
While visiting relatives, we decided to search the
web sites and I suggested to log on to:
www..nphsalumni.net.

To my surprise the Fall Newsletter popped up clear
as a bell. It's good to know that we are global, and
NPHS graduates all over the world have access to
reach us. The hard part is to let them know.
Networking is a start. If we can let all of our
classmates know and pass it on. A small number of
Newsletters will still be printed for the North
Plainfield Library, Borough Hall, etc. and for alumni
without access to the web. They can still send a
self-addressed stamped (59 cents) envelope to the
NPHS Alumni Association, 145 Cedar Street, North
Plainfield, NJ 07060. (Please write in pencil on the
envelope, what issue you are requesting).

I want to thank the NPHS Class of 1958 for inviting
my wife and I to their 50th Class Reunion. It was a
great evening. To see Grace Roth Hodge again was
the hit of the evening . . . and congratulations to the
Class of 1958 for offering five members of the class
to the NPHS Alumni Hall of Fame: Ralph Sorrentino,
Peter King, Dick McKenna, Mike Leta and
Lawrence Van Winkle.

On behalf of the Alumni Association, I want to wish
everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy and
HEALTHY 2009.

The 14th Annual NPHS Hall of Fame Induction banquet
was held October 4, 2008 at the Italian American Club
in North Plainfield. Over one hundred classmates, friends,
family, and teachers attended to honor Frank Cognetti,
Thomas Barrett, James Marchio, Erin Johnson Abbott,
and Dr. John Klimas. It would have to be classified as a
tremendous success.

The North Plainfield High School Alumni Hall of Fame
was established in 1995 by the NPHS Alumni Associa-
tion to recognize and honor the outstanding graduates
who have distinguished themselves in their respective
fields or professions. The actual Hall of Fame is located
in the new cafeterial at NPHS. Approximately 125
inductees have been honored with a plaque with the
picture and their biography. They each have a brick
placed in the NPHS Alumni Walk of Honor in front of the
gymnasium on Wilson Avenue.

The 2009 Hall of Fame nominations must be sent to the
Alumni Association by January 15, 2009.

The 14th NPHS Alumni
Hall of Fame Induction Dinner

Note: Visit the New Alumni Web Site:

www.nphsalumni.net

The 2008 Hall of Fame Inductees:

l to r: Frank Cognetti, Thomas Barrett,
James Marchio, Erin Johnson Abbott.

Not pictured: Dr. John Klimas

http://www.nphsalumni.net
http://www..nphsalumni.net
http://www.nphsalumni.net
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Clubs for Kids
The NPHS Alumni Association is offering free golf clubs to

North Plainfield High School, Middle School, or Borough students
who are interested innplayingngolfnbut

cannot afford clubs to get started.
The Alumni Association is also offering excess clubs to the

"First Tee Organization" and to the
Lyons Veterans Administration in Lyons, NJ. Contact Frank Caruso,

Class of ’49 at: 908 756 2776

Shore Canuck Club
Dear NPHS Graduates:

The Shore Canuck Club will hold its annual Reunion on Thursday, May 14,
2009 at the Crystal Point Yacht Club and Motel, 3900 River Road, Point
Pleasant, New Jersey, from 6:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m. Cost: $22.00 per person

Crystal Point is located on the Manasquan River next to the Route 60 Bridge.

An hour of hors d'oeuvres and cash bar will be followed by a buffet.

If you plan to attend, call Joan McCarthy Williamson 732-899-0009. For motel
reservations, call 732-899-3444.

We offer a special thanks to Jim Harper who is now emeritus to the
Committee for initiating the Shore Canuck Club and making it the
success it is.

A New Feature on
the Web
With the web site being so versatile
in connection with the Newsletter,
more information is available.

Feature stories will be able to give
you close to the whole story
by additional information on
the Alumni web site:

www.nphsalumni.net.

Class of 1959
The Class of 1959 is planning its
50th Reunion in the fall of 2009.
The reunion weekend will take place
in the North Plainfield area. For
more information contact: Bonnie
Baron Shrager, 732-356-8808.

Missing classmates: Stephen Clark,
Carol McMahon Carine, Carol Ann
White.

Late News
NPHS 40 SPHS 27

For the seventh straight year since
they renewed their neighborhood
rivalry on Thanksgiving Day, the
NPHS Canucks beat the SPHS
Tigers but it was more than just a
football game. It was a show
of sportsmanship and of tradition.
Both teams should be commended.

NPHS finished the season with a
6-4 record, its seventh winning
campaign under Coach Bob Lake.

Sophomore Tai lback Vincent
Green rushed for 103 yards and
two touchdowns and Senior Full-
back Derek Grier rushed for three
touchdowns.

South Plainfield Coach Philip
McGuane summed it up, "I'm proud
of our kids. As much as we're
disappointed in the loss, I thought
they battled to the very end."

Arthur Abruzzese, Jr. was honored
recently with a club dinner and a
proclamation from Mayor Janice
Allen for forty-one years of service
as manager of the North Plainfield
Italian American Club where he
helped build it from the ground up,
both literally and figuratively.

On the site of the Italian American
Club at 403 Somerset Street in
North Plainfield there was a house
that was purchased, torn down
and a new building erected. The
then 22-year old Abruzzese was
involved from the foundation up and
later became the general manager
of the club.

Abruzzese's father, Arthur, Sr.
was one of the original founding
members of the club in 1948
and was the oldest surviving
founder until he died at 100 years
old in 2004.

Mayor Allen labeled the organiza-

1958 Grad Retires From
Italian American Club

tion "an invaluable asset" to the Bor-
ough. Abruzzese's daughter, Maria,
may have summed it up, "The build-
ing itself stands for community and
embraces a changed world. After
all, isn't that what our Italian ances-
tors came to this melting pot for?"

Artie Abruzzese

http://www.nphsalumni.net
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Reunion Alert!
These suggestions are convenient
ways for graduates to buy practical
gifts and, at the same time, contrib-
ute to the NPHS Scholarship Fund.

Choose from:

• “North Plainfield and Its Neigh-
bors,” a 90-minute video (also in
DVD) history of the Borough.
$25.00 + $5.00 S&H

• The Images of America

 

books
about North Plainfield, $19.99 plus
$3.00 S&H.

• Commemorative or memorial
bricks in the Alumni Walk of
Honor, 4x8 brick, $60.00; 8x8
brick, $85.00;

• Annual membership in the NPHS
Alumni Association, $10 annually
or $60 lifetime;

• NPHS coffee mugs with woods-
man logo, $10.00 plus $3.00 S&H;

• Stadium blanket, 60"x60," with
NPHS older pine tree logo, $45.

Send checks payable to the NPHS
Alumni Association, 145 Cedar St.,
North Plainfield, NJ 07060.

Gift
Suggestions

2009 Reunion Contacts

2008 Reunion Contacts
1933 Art Lederer, 908 754-8252. Dunellen Hotel, 12 Noon, Wednesday,

September 3, 2008.
1934 Art Lederer, 908 754-8252. Dunellen Hotel, 12 Noon, Wednesday,

September 3, 2008.
1938 Contact Manny Ferri, 908 755-7413 or Edith Ruthenback Brokaw, 908 722-5347.
1943 Contact Harry Martin, 973 663-2410. Spetember 24, 2008 at Vincent's in Warren.
1948 Bob McCarthy, 908 322-6666. October 3, 2008 at Water & Wine Watchung.
1953 Contact Paul Carlton, 732 752-2666.
1958 Vince Lipani, 908 369-5623 (H), 908 359-4652 (W). November 1, 2008 at the

Bridgewater Manor, Bridgewater, NJ.
1963 Contact Kathy Meden DeAngelis, 732 249-1791; Cheryl Meyer McDowel,

908 769-5951. October 3, 4, 5, 2008
1968 Gerry Garatino Burns, 610 438-2788 or e-mail: grib68@ren.com. May 3, 2009,

Crowne Plaza Hotel, Edison. Combined Reunion with Class of 1969.
1973 Ginny Gehander Carbone, contact the Alumni Association.
1978 Mark Fisch, 732 866-9512.
1983 Carol VanWinkle Mastrobatista, 732 560-9708.
1988 Jennifer Bruscato, 908 479-6141 (H).
1993 Carey Cwieka c/o the Alumni Association.
1998 Contact the Alumni Association.
2003 Contact the Alumni Association.

Sold Out

Display Open
Please visit the NPHS Scholar-Athlete display on the second floor of the
gymnasium on Wilson Avenue. The display includes original Yale Cups,
Dartmouth Cup and PTA Cups donated to the Alumni Association.

We Are Searching For
Photos

The NPHSAA is searching for pho-
tos taken in and around North
Plainfield High School. All activi-
ties and all time periods are of inter-
est. Photos should be accompanied
by captions and information about
the donor. Good laser copies are
suggested if you want to preserve
the originals. Send to: NPHS Alumni
Association, 145 Cedar St., N.
Plainfield, NJ 07060

1933 Art Lederer, 908 754-8252. Dunellen Hotel, 12 Noon, Wednesday,
September ??, 2009.

1934 Art Lederer, 908 754-8252. Dunellen Hotel, 12 Noon, Wednesday,
September ??, 2009.

1939 Phyllis Clark Tebbs, 732 369-1686.
1944 Al Fasano 908 756-3974.
1949 60th Reunion. Frank Caruso 908 405-3126 or Mel Lerer, 732 821-7624 or

email: mjlerer @aol.com.
1954 Al & Fran Ellis 908 766-8489.
1959 50th Reunion. Bonnie Baron Shrager 732 355-8808.
1964 Joanne Santonostaso 908 760-6050.
1969 40 Reunion, Kathy Miller Senna 908 756-8255.
1974 Marsha Ferri Clarke 908 788-8084.
1979 Tom Zilli 908 709-4505-H 800 660-6952.
1984 Tom Miller 908 996-4689.
1989 Maria Price 908 237-0045.
1994 Contact Beth Kenderdine, 908 231-9595.
1999 Contact NPHS Alumni Association.
2004 Contact NPHS Alumni Association.




