
Page 1

Volume 18  No. 1Spring 2008

From The President . . .

North Plainfield High School Alumni Association
145 Cedar Street, North Plainfield, NJ 07060

Published by the NPHS Alumni Association

Mario Caruso, President,
NPHS Alumni Association

I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone
who responded to our plea for help. It’s not easy to
tighten your belts at a time like this, but it’s necessary.
The Alumni Association is not the only organization
going through this. The letters and calls of support were
encouraging.

Many sent in stamped (58 cents) envelopes so they
can still receive the Alumni Newsletter. For many
graduates who do not have a computer to receive the
Newsletter online, there is a way to attain it. Local
residents can still pick up the Newsletter at the NP
Memorial Library and at the Borough Hall or Caruso
Haircutters. Out of the area graduates can still send in
their stamped envelopes. Remember that postage in-
creases again May 1, 2008. Envelopes must be received
by February, May, July and September so we know how
many to have printed.

We also want to thank the alumni who contributed
to “Keep the NPHS Alumni Newsletter Alive.” It’s
great to see how many people read and enjoy the
Newsletter. There is a lot of history in North Plainfield
and NPHS and we try to include as much of it in the
Newsletter as possible.

Right now we are concentrating our efforts on replenish-
ing the Alumni Scholarship Fund to keep our main
objective going for a long time. This is where we need
your help, too.

Again, thanks to all. We appreciate your efforts.

Sister Virginia McGarry, formerly Sister Ann Marie, one
of the original founders of St. Joseph School in North
Plainfield in 1930, will celebrate her 100th birthday on
March 22, 2008.

Sister Ann Marie was born in New Brunswick in 1908

Sister Virginia McGarry
Approaching the Century Mark

and graduated from St. Peter’s High School in 1924. She
entered the Convent of the Sisters of Mercy shortly
after. While at St. Joseph School she taught grades three
to seven from 1930 to 1947 and also was in charge of the
First Communion classes so just about every student
coming through knew Sister Ann Marie and most of them
went on to North Plainfield High School. To this day she
still keeps in contact with many of her students.

In 2007 Sister Virginia celebrated her 80th Anniversary
in the religious order and still resides at McAuley Hall in
Watchung.

Sister Mary Theresa McCarthy, one of Sister Ann
Marie’s former students relates, “She also taught sixth
grade where she presented European geography with all
the excitement only possible in someone who had been
a world traveler before entering the convent. I was awed
by her Cosmopolitan sophistication.”

Sister Virginia McGarry

Alumni Web site:radiomaxmusic.com/nphs/index.html
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Janet Wehrlen Moeller, a graduate
of NPHS in 1953, recently competed
in the 20th Anniversary of the
National Senior Games in Louisville,
K entucky whi ch was hel d at
the Ralph Wright Natatorium of
the University of Louisvil le.

Her sport is swimming and she won
a Gold Medal in the 70 to 74 year old
age category for the 50-yard breast
stroke.

She won Silver Medals in the 100
and 200-Yard Individual Medleys.

Moel ler also took three Bronze
Medals for her finishes in the 100
yard Butterfly and in both the 100
and 200-yard breast stroke events.

This year over 8,000 swimmers,
age 50 and older, competed in
fourteen events. There were 18
Olympic-style sports offered and
over 12,000 competitors ranging in
age from 50 to 95 took part.

Janet hopes to qualify for the 2009
Senior Olympics in Stanford Univer-
sity, Palo Alto, California. She’ l l be
competing in the World Senior
Games in October at St. George,
Utah in order to qualify. Only the top
three swimmers in each age group
and in each event wil l qualify.

Janet Moeller was inducted into the
NPHS Alumni Hall of Fame in 2005.

Pearl Harbor Vet Shares
Story with Teens


