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From The President . . .

Somehow it doesn't seem possible that the Fall '08
Newsletter is upon us already. Whenever the Fall
of each Newsletter getshere, it seemsto evolve
around the NPHS Alumni Hall of Fame and Giving
Back. Thisissueis no different. The stories about
Jack Gardner '58 and "Chip" Mauro '51 (see page
5) are about two graduates who will never stop
helping other people.

Another graduate, Alan Smith 84, (seepage 7) a
Borough firefighter was awarded for rescuing
peoplewhilehewasoff duty. Thestory of Kerri
Mullen (see page4) goinginto her senior year at
NPHS, who needs the support of the whole com-
munity to help out with her medical expenses. Also
see Ron Bushwell’ s |etter on page 4.

NPHS graduates are always in the middle of giving
back programs such as: Tsunami's, hurricanes,
tornados, firesand other global disasters, all the
way to personal disasters. Even non-disaster help
such as community projects, scholarships and even
hel ping the Alumni Association survive.

We want to thank everyone at this time who
supported all of our projects.

Just areminder that the Hall of Fame Dinner is
coming up on October 4, 2008. It'susually likea
reunion of friends and classmates. Also, remember
to log on to the "new" web site,

past Newsletters. If you have any pictures or
articlesfor theweb site or the Newsl etter please
send them to The Alumni Association. (Also, net-
work and spread theword).

Thanks again for your support.

Mario Caruso, President,
NPHS Alumni Association

2008 NPHS Alumni Hall of

Fame Induction Dinner

TheNorth Plainfield High School Alumni Hall of
Fame was established in 1995 by the NPHS Alumni
Association to recognize and honor the outstanding
graduates who have distinguished themselvesin their
respective fields or professions.

The 14th Annual NPHS Alumni Hall of Fame Induc-
tion Dinner will be held on Saturday, October 4,
2008 at theltalian-American Club, 403 Somerset
Street, North Plainfield, starting at 6:30 pm.

Ticketsare$30.00 per person and can beobtained
by sending checks with names of all gueststo: NPHS
Alumni Association, 145 Cedar Street, North
Plainfield, NJ 07060 or call 908-756-2776 for
more information. Tables of eight, ten or twelve may
be reserved if paid for in advance. Make all checks
payableto: NPHS Alumni Associationand send a
self-addressed, stamped envelope with all inquires.

The 2008 NPHS Alumni Hall of Fame Inductees
are: Thomas Barrett, 1971 — Business; Erin Johnson
Abbott, 1998 — Athletics; John Klimas, 1965 —
Medicine; James D. Marchio, 1974 — Military and
Government Service; Special Category: Frank
Cognetti — Long time Music and Choir Director.

Also receiving awards this night will be the winners
of the NPHS Alumni Cup, presented to graduating
male and female seniors excellent in academics and
athletics. The 2008 winners are Eugene Flood and
Allison Sarfati.

Note: Visit the New Alumni Web Site:
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Steve Schmidt, Class of 1988, Advisor to Senator John McCain

Steve Schmidt is a veteran cam-
paignstrategist and publicrelations
expert. A graduate of NPHS in
1988, in his career he has been:
Counselor and Spokesman for Vice
President Dick Cheney; a member
of the exclusive, “Breakfast Club
led by top Whitehouse advisor, Karl
Rove that ran Presid Bush's

e

—

Steve Schmidt’ 88
NPHS Y earbook Picture

A New Feature on
the Web

Withtheweb sitebeing soversatile
in connection with the Newsl etter,
more information is available. In
this Newsdl etter, three feature sto-
rieswill beabletogiveyou closeto
the whole story by additional infor-
mation on the Alumni web site:

Class of 1959
The Class of 1959 is planning its
50th Reunioninthefall of 2009. The
reunion weekend will take place in
the North Plainfield area. For more
information contact: Bonnie baron
Shrager, 732-356-8808.

Missing classmates. Stephen Clrk,
Carol McMahon Carine, Carol Ann
White.
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re-election campaign of 2004; and
Campaign Manager for re-election
of Gov. Arnold Schwarzennegger
in 2006.

Currently, Steve isworking as a cam-
paign strategist and advisor to the
2008 presidential campaign of Sena-
tor John McCain. On July 2, 2008 he
was promoted to heading up day-to-
day operations of the McCain cam-
paign in response to concerns that
the McCain campaign was losing
ground to Senator Obama.

Recently, John McCain interrupted
a conversation to take a cell phone
call from “Sgt. Schmidt” the nick-
name for Steve Schmidt, the sharp-
tongued strategist, he recently
drafted to take over his campaign.
In the past few weeks Senator
McCain put his fate in the hands of
Steve Schmidt. Mr. Schmidt was
handed day-to-day authority.

Mr. Schmidt specializesin the com-
bat that dominates today’ s political
culture. His formula is a tightly
controlled messagedelivered repeat-
edly and with almost military-like
precision.

At 38 years old Mr. Schmidt is al-
ready aveteran operative. He sharp-
ened his skills running President

Bush’s campaign war room.

Steve Schmidt was born in 1970 in
North Plainfield. His mother was a
teacher, his father was a telephone
company executive. At the age of
eight, hegot hisfirst taste of politics
handing out bumper stickers for
Democrat Bill Bradley. Soon hewas
drawn to Ronald Reagan and has
always worked for Republicans.

Mr. Schmidt loves keeping track of
details arguing that success at small
things leads to success at large things.
A map in hisoffice showswhere the
two candidates are each day.

White boards now hang through
headquarters counting down the num-
ber of daysuntil November 4, 2008.
He told staffers that if they can’t
manage to update the countdown
every day, how can they win the
White House? One of his favorite
expressionsis, “Our goal is perfec-
tion. We will never achieve it. Our
standard will be excellence. Wewill
meet it every day”, said Schmidt.

ED NOTE: This story is too long
and too important for us to do it
justice. For the entire Wall Street
Journal story of July 23, 2008 log

click onto Steve Schmidt.

Dear NPHS Graduates:

Shore Canuck Club

The Shore Canuck Club will hold its annual Reunion on Thursday, May 14,
2009 at the Crystal Point Yacht Club and Motel, 3900 River Road, Point
Pleasant, New Jersey, from 6:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m.

Crystal Point islocated on the Manasguan River next to the Route 60 Bridge.

An hour of hors d'oeuvres and cash bar will be followed by a buffet.

If you plan to attend, call Joan McCarthy Williamson 732-899-0009 by
Monday May 4, 2009. For motel reservations, call 732-899-3444.

We offer a special thanks to Jim Harper who is now emeritus to the
Committee for initiating the Shore Canuck Club and making it the

success it is.
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Gift
Suggestions

These suggestions are convenient
ways for graduates to buy practical
gifts and, at the same time, contrib-
ute to the NPHS Scholarship Fund.

Choose from:

* “North Plainfield and Its Neigh-
bors,” a90-minute video (alsoin
DVD) history of the Borough.
$25.00 + $5.00 S&H

 The Images of America books
about North Plainfield, $19.99 plus
$3.00 S& H.

« Commemorative or memorial
bricks in the Alumni Walk of
Honor, 4x8 brick, $60.00; 8x8
brick, $85.00;

* Annua membershipinthe NPHS
Alumni Association, $10 annually
or $60 lifetime;

* NPHS coffee mugs with woods-
man logo, $10.00 plus $3.00 S&H;

« Stadium blanket, 60"x60," with
NPHS old-sold OUL, |ogo, $45.

Send checks payable to the NPHS
Alumni Association, 145 Cedar St.,
North Plainfield, NJ07060.

Clubs for Kids
TheNPHS Alumni Association
isoffering freegolf clubsto
North Plainfield High School,
Middle School, or
Borough students
who areinterested
in playing golf but cannot
afford clubsto get started.
Contact Frank Caruso
Classof "49 at:

908 756 2776.

\ Reunion Alert! |

1933
1935
1937
1942
1947

1952

1957

1962

1967

1972

1977
1982
1987
1992
1997
2002

2007 Reunion Contacts
Art Lederer, 908 754 8252.September 3, 2008.
Next Reunion, September 3, 2008 Dunellen Hotel. See Page 7
Gerald Schwartz, 908 221 1092.
Edith Robbins Douglas, 732 469 2107.
Held its 60th Reunion on September 23, 2006 at the Springdale
House, Warren, NJ
Held May 18, 19, 20, 2007 at the Somerset Marriott, Somerset,
NJ. Betse Titus, 908 561 8947 or Fred Scharnikow, 908 231
6748 or E-mail: FRSGIANT@aol.com.
Dr. John Lipani, 908 722 5426; Robie Nischwitz McKinnon 609
391 8679, held October 5-6, 2007 at the Manasquan River CC.
Class of 1962 Reunion, held October 20, 2007 at the Vermeule
Mansion. Ray Bersch, 908 229-5886.
Lucy Beraroi Minichino, 908 753 7776. October 11, 2008,
Italian American Club.
35th Reunion was held on July 14, 2007. Kim Kohler Dial, 908
766 7467 or E-mail:kimdial@yahoo.com.
Fran Tufaro Ettman, E-mail: ftufaro@torcon-inc.com
Maureen Conroy Wenik, 215 659 1965.
October, 2007. Coleen Finn, nphsclassof87@yahoo.com
Mike Burns, 610 923 8057.
Kathy Fry McDonald 610 391 1474.
Contact the Alumni Association.

1933

1934

1938
1943
1948
1953
1958

1963

1968

1973
1978
1983
1988
1993
1998
2003

2008 Reunion Contacts

Art Lederer, 908 754-8252. Dunellen Hotel, 12 Noon, Wednesday,
September 3, 2008.

Art Lederer, 908 754-8252. Dunellen Hotel, 12 Noon, Wednesday,
September 3, 2008.

Contact Manny Ferri, 908 755-7413 or Edith Ruthenback Brokaw, 908 722-5347.

Contact Harry Martin, 973 663-2410. Spetember 24, 2008 at Vincent's in Warren.

Bob McCarthy, 908 322-6666. October 3, 2008 at Water & Wine Watchung.
Contact Paul Carlton, 732 752-2666.

Vince Lipani, 908 369-5623 (H), 908 359-4652 (W). November 1, 2008 at the
Bridgewater Manor, Bridgewater, NJ.

Contact Kathy Meden DeAngelis, 732 249-1791; Cheryl Meyer McDowel,
908 769-5951. October 3, 4, 5, 2008

Gerry Garatino Burns, 610 438-2788 or e-mail: grib68@ren.com. May 3, 2009,
Crowne Plaza Hotel, Edison. Combined Reunion with Class of 1969.

Ginny Gehander Carbone, contact the Alumni Association.
Mark Fisch, 732 866-9512.

Carol VanWinkle Mastrobatista, 732 560-9708.

Jennifer Bruscato, 908 479-6141 (H).

Carey Cwieka c/o the Alumni Association.

Contact the Alumni Association.

Contact the Alumni Association.

Display Open

Pleasevisit the NPHS Scholar-Athlete display on the second floor of the
gymnasiumonWilson Avenue. Thedisplay includesoriginal Y aleCups,
Dartmouth Cup and PTA Cups donated to the Alumni Association.
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In TOUCh Paul Carlton — NPHS 1953

ToNPHSAlumni and Friends,

Dueto increased printing and mailing
expenses of the Newsletter, we are
forced to makesomedrastic changesin
order for the NPHS Alumni As-.
sociation to survive and also contrib-
ute to the NPHS Alumni Scholarship
Fund.

Starting with the Summer 2008 issue,
the NPHS Alumni Newsletter will be
available electronically to all graduates

NPHSAlumni Association.

If you do not have accesstotheinternet
and would like to receive the Alumni
Newsletter by mail, please send a self-
addressed, stamped (.59¢), legal/busi-
ness envelope to the Alumni Associa-

tion. Please write on the envelope, in
pencil, what issueitisfor.

Envelopes must be received by
February Ist (spring), April Ist (summer),
July 1st (fall), September 1st (winter).
Starting in the Fall ' 08 or Winter 2008;09,
the Newsl etter will not be mailed to life
timemembers. At that timeour 3rd class
mailing permit will have expired. Y ou will
always be a Life time member of the
Alumni Association. We couldn’t have
survived for this long without you. We
are sorry for thisinconvenience. If you
have any comments or suggestions please
send them to the Alumni Association at
145 Cedar St., North Plainfield, NJ 07060.

Thank you for your cooperation and for
understanding our cost-saving efforts

Sincerely,

Mario Caruso, President.
NPHSAlumni Association

Dear Members:

Help North Plainfield Student
Fight Leukemia

Please help fellow NPHS student
16year old senior Kerri Mullenwho
recently was diagnosed with leuke-
mia. She has had several doses of
chemotherapy and has received a
bone marrow transplant. She is in
Sloane-Kettering Hospital in NY,
and will be there for about six weeks.
Tom & Rose (Slack) Landis" NPHS
"82 started raising funds to help
offset the family bills. Peter Eddy
"NPHS" 76 joinedthem. Along with
her tennis coach

Deanne D'Armiento, Tom Mullen
NPHS 76, Signs Beth Zelesnick
(Holmes) NPHS 90 Signs and many
other stores in the North Plainfield
and Watchung area that display can-
isters on their counters. Kathy Mullen
is a member of the North Plainfield
Board of Education. They are down
to one income so Kathy can take care
of Kerri in NY and her Father Kevin
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works and takes care of her sister
Kristine at home. Traveling back and
forth from the hospitals, special pre-
scriptions, fuel costs, Chemo and the
transplant have racked up staggering
bills. If you would like to help the
Mullens with a donation please make
checks payable to Kevin Mullen.

All donationsaredepositedinasepa-
rate account just for Kerri's care and
needs. Send checks to Tom & Rose
Landis 44 Regent St. No. Plainfield,
NJ, 07060. Thesearevery hardtimes
for every one and the Mullen family
appreciates and thanks everyone who
has supported Kerri in her coura-
geous fight. If you have any ques-
tionscall Tom Landis908-757-6697
or Peter Eddy 908-756-6190 (this
message was approved by Kevin
Mullen).

Peter Eddy, ' 76

Thank you for your generous donation
of seven large pictures of North
Plainfield. We will have donation plates
made to display on each picture.

Wehopeto makethe picturesavailable
to the public at different locations
throughout the Borough

Again, we appreciate your generous
donation of "North Plainfield's His-
tory".

Sincerely,
Janice G. Allen, Mayor

Ed Note: See Saving History on page 10

* % % k% %

Dear Alumni

Injust afew days my twin sister and |
will becelebrating our75th birthday. It
is hard to believe how quickly time
passes as we grow older. This is the
eventuality our parents warned about
when we were young.

Having given some thought on how
best to commemorate this milestone, |
have come to a conclusion befitting of
the occasion.

I have been blessed in so many differ-
ent ways: born in this great country,
taught by Nuns, humored by Rose, my
children and grandchildren. | have been
seasoned by The Valley, UConn, the
Marine corpos, and the Life Insurance
business. I've been inspired by four or
fivementors, (Morries), each of whom
have guided me in one way or another
along thisincredible journey.

Therefore, | believe the only way to
give thanks for my good fortune is to
shareit with others. Enclosed you will
find an endorsed check, (oneof 75), in
the amount of 75 dollars. Please com-
pletethecheck by makingit out toyour
favorite charity and sending it there.

Lifeisaspectacular gameto be played
with love, courage, and compassion.

AbrahamLincolnsaid"Thebetter part
of one'slifeconsistsof hisfriendships.”

Thank you for enriching my life with
your friendship.

Happy Birthday!
Affectionately,
Ron Bushwell

Ed Note:
This donation will go towards the
George "Chip" Mauro
Memorial Fund.
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NPHS Grads, Jack and "Chip," Still Reaching Out

Jack Gardner and George "Chip"
Mauro were longtime friends. Both
were from North Plainfield. Both
graduated from NPHS. Jack in '55
and"Chip" in1951. After theschool
yearsthey both settled in careersin
law. Jack started with the North
Plainfield police, and George as an
attorney. They migrated to
Somerville."Chip" inalaw firmand
Jack withthe Somerset County Cor-
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